AOF Ethics in Business
Lesson 3 The Importance of Ethics in Business

Student Resource 3.1
Instructions: Poster on Real-Life Consequences of Unethical Behavior in Business
Student Names:________________________________________________ Date:____________

Directions: Your work team is to research and present on the real-life consequences of unethical behavior in business to present in an informative poster (or another visual product assigned by your teacher). Now that you have been given the basic facts, it is up to you to investigate the background and consequences of this violation on the stakeholders involved. 
Research Prompts

Background

What goods or services does your assigned company/industry provide? 

When was it founded?

Source(s):

Violation of Ethics

What kind of violation did your assigned company/industry commit (or is it accused of making)?

Who investigated or reported this violation?

What makes this violation an issue of ethical wrongdoing? Why?

Source(s):

Stakeholders

Which persons or groups were found responsible for (or accused of) perpetrating the ethical wrongdoing in this case?

What were the results? Be sure to include any lawsuits, public policies, fines, and penalties, as well as any financial losses, injuries, or deaths that occurred as a result of this violation. Also make sure to note if the information you present is opinion or speculation.

Source(s):

Your Opinion

What is your personal opinion of this case? 

How do you think an ethical violation such as this can be avoided or prevented in the future?

Before you hand in your poster, check to make sure it meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria:

· The poster has a creative title that incorporates the key elements of your scenario.
· It includes a visual component, such as a photograph, a chart, or a graph.
· It gives an overview of the company and/or industry associated with it.
· It provides a short discussion of the facts involved in the unethical decision making or practices of this company or industry, and a brief summary of events that brought the violation (or alleged violation) of ethics to the public.
· It includes a short discussion of the ways in which different stakeholders were involved in and affected by the unethical behavior or practices, including the leaders or managers of the company, employees, stockholders, customers, the public, and any other parties connected to this business or industry.
· It includes your opinion on the outcome of this situation. Explain what consequences resulted from this unethical behavior or practice and how they have impacted or will impact the company or industry. (Also discuss whether you think that the outcome will ensure that this type of violation will not happen again, and why.)
· It consults and cites at least two sources.
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